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from what was intended when they were first per-
mitted to surrender. Fortunately, however, by a
swift decision at the critical moment, by which these
few outlaws were put to death and their followers
scattered to the winds, the safety of the whole
population was secured, which was the main object

in view.35

Li was a pastmaster in the art of making black
appear white, or at least grey, and Gordon was no
match for him in logomachy. His prejudices as a
British officer and his ignorance of mandarin methods
and traditions made it impossible for him to condone
the massacre at the time of its perpetration, but
eventually he was led by Hart and other intermediaries
to realise that the negotiations for the surrender of
the city, the promised amnesty, the banquet of recon-
ciliation, and the prearranged slaughter were all in
accordance with the classical tradition of Chinese
statecraft, as practised from time immemorial. The
figure of Gordon, chivalrous and honest soldier,
was an anachronism in such a picture. From Li's
point of view (which, be it noted, was that of every
mandarin in China) Gordon's solicitude for the lives
of these rebels and his wrath at the violation of his
own pledged word were either insincere or absurd.
Herein we are confronted by the great gulf which
divided East from West and which neither Gordon
nor Li could bridge.                               -                  <

For two months after the taking of Soochow
Gordon remained angrily brooding and inactive at
Quinsan, the " Ever-victorious Army " which he had
withdrawn growing steadily more discontented and
disaffected; and Li? perceiving the delicacy of a
situation in which his own life had more than once